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Use of funds for printing this publication approved by the Director of the 
Bureau of the Budget, August 7, 1968. Nothing contained herein may be 
accepted as modifying or enlarging provisions of the 1971 amendments to 
the Military Selective Service Act or the Selective Service System regulations. 
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PERSPECTIVE 
ON THE DRAFT 


G6 | N A FREE SOCIETY the obligations and privileges of serving in the armed 
forces and reserve components thereof should be shared generally.” 


This statement is from the Military Selective Service Act, which provides for the 
involuntary induction of men into the armed forces. 


THE PURPOSE OF THIS BOOKLET 

The general information contained in this booklet should be studied prior to or im- 
mediately following registration with the Selective Service System. Additional book- 
lets are available to explain enlistment opportunities in the armed forces, the lottery 
and Class 1-H, hardship deferments, the conscientious objector classifications, the 
Doctors Draft, and the military responsibilities of immigrants in the United States. 
You should obtain these booklets when you need additional information. The Selec- 
tive Service System also has published a Curriculum Guide to the Draft used by 
many high schools throughout the country. In addition, your local board and 
Selective Service Advisors to Registrants are prepared to answer your questions. 
You may also write to the Public Information Office at Selective Service National! 
or State Headquarters for answers to your questions. 


YOU SHOULD REGISTER WITH YOUR LOCAL DRAFT BOARD 

Under draft law, you must register with a draft board within the period 30 days 
before to 30 days after your 18th birthday. If possible, you should register with the 
board serving your permanent place of residence. However, if you are away from 
your permanent residence, you may register with any draft board. You may also 
register with voluntary Selective Service registrars, who are located in places such 
as schools, post offices, and other government buildings. If you are out of the coun- 
try, you may register at any U. S. embassy or consulate. 


John Robbins, whose residence is Seattle, Washington, is at- 
tending college in Denver, Colorado, on his 18th birthday. Three 
weeks before his birthday, John reported to the local board in 
Denver, Colorado, to register for the draft, explaining that his 
permanent place of residence was in Washington State. The 
Denver board registered him, and then forwarded John’s file to 
his permanent board in Seattle. 

You may find the location of a draft board by looking in the telephone book under 

“United States Government, Selective Service System” or simply “Selective Service 

System.” 

The local board with jurisdiction over your permanent place of residence at the 
time you register retains jurisdiction over you while you are draft eligible. This is so 
even if you make several moves or take up a new permanent residence. 

If you are registering at a local board other than the one for your own permanent 
address, be sure to tell the registrar so that she can help you fill out the correct ad- 
dress to transfer your registration to your permanent board. 

Registration involves filling out a Registration Questionnaire (SSS Form 100), 
which requests such information as your name, address, occupation, the names and 
addresses of people other than members of your household who will always know 
your address, and eight series of questions designed to enable your board, ata 
later date, to determine your proper classification. The form asks you to indicate 
your military service record, whether you are a student preparing for the ministry or 
are a minister, whether you claim to be a conscientious objector, whether you have 
any physical defects which you feel disqualify you for military service, and whether 
you are a surviving son or a sole surviving son of a family in which someone has 
died as a result of U.S. military service. 


Upon registration, you will receive a Registration Certificatecommonly called a 
“draft card.” YourRegistration Certificateshows the Selective Service identification 
number assigned to you. This number tells in sequence the state of your registra- 
tion, your local board number, your year of birth, and the order in which you were 
registered with your local board that year. 

Non-immigrants in the United States are not required to register. However, male 
immigrants in the United States must register with their local draft boards within six 
months after entry into the United States, or within 30 days before or after becoming 
18. The Selective Service law provides that immigrants are exempt from U. S. mili- 
tary service and training if they have had prior military service of 12 months or more 
in the military of a nation allied with the U.S., if they hold foreign-oriented jobs 
(with embassies or international organizations) or if they fall into one of several 
other categories. Aliens are not inducted unless they have been in the United States 
for a total time of at least one year. 

Raphael Gonzales, age 23, entered the country as an immigrant 
in June of 1971 and plans to remain for tive years. Because he 
is over 18 and intends to stay in the U.S. for more than six 
months, he must register with a Selective Service board within 
six months of his entry into the country. Raphael's 16-year-old 
brother, Juan, also entered the country for a five year stay. He 
will be required to register within 30 days before or after his 
18th birthday. 


SOME GENERAL ADVICE TO REGISTRANTS 

If you have questions concerning your rights and responsibilities under draft law or 
about Selective Service forms and procedures, contact your local board executive 
secretary or clerk. Most local boards also have Advisors to Registrants who are 
available to help you. Inquire at your board for the names and addresses of these 
volunteers if you need more assistance. 
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Further information can be obtained from other booklets in the Selective Service 
Information Series, which are available at any local board, at most high schools, or 
by filling out the request card at the end of this booklet. School guidance counselors, 
clergy, and responsible draft counselors also are sources of information on the draft. 

You must keep your Registration Certificate (draft card) in your possession until 
you are no longer liable for military service. If your draft card is lost or destroyed, 
you should apply immediately for a duplicate from your local board or the board 
nearest you. You are also responsible for keeping your draft board informed of any 
changes in your permanent or mailing address. To insure that your letter is deliv- 
ered, you may want to correspond with your local board by certified mail, return 
receipt requested. In all communication with Selective Service, you should include 
your Selective Service identification number, which appears on your draft card. 

The draft classification of every Selective Service registrant is public information. 
However, the information in your file at your local board is confidential. You and 
anyone you authorize in writing are permitted to see the file, as are officials author- 
ized by Selective Service. 


YOU WILL BE PLACED IN THE 1-H “HOLDING” CLASSIFICATION 

After you have registered, you will be placed in a “holding” classification called 
1-H. No further processing of your file will be accomplished until the calendar year 
of your 19th birthday, unless you volunteer for induction, enlist, join a Reserve unit, 
or qualify for another class which is “lower” —meaning less vulnerable to the draft 
—than Class 1-H. (Classes 4-F, 4-A, 4-G, 1-D and 1-C are “lower” than 1-H. See the 
chart “Draft Classifications” for an explanation of these categories.) If you do not 
volunteer, you cannot be inducted until at least the calendar year of your 20th 
birthday. 


Fred Elton, born in December 1954, registered at age 18 and 
filled out a registration questionnaire. Fred was classified 1-H, 
and, if he does not volunteer for service, his draft board will take 
no further action until he receives his lottery number early 
in 1973. 


A LOTTERY DRAWING WILL DETERMINE YOUR 

RANDOM SEQUENCE NUMBER 

A lottery drawing of birth dates is held early each year. Your lottery is the drawing 
that is held in the calendar year in which you reach your 19th birthday. In every 
drawing, capsules are randomly selected to pair each birth date of the year with 
numbers from 1 to 365 (366 in leap year). In the year you receive a lottery number, 
the number paired with your birth date is your random sequence number (RSN). 
You keep this number until you are no longer eligible for induction, which is gen- 
erally age 26. If you have received a deferment, your liability is extended to age 
35, 

Your RSN determines the sequence in which you may be called for induction 
processing. If you receive a low RSN, like 10, it is extremely likely that you will be 
processed for induction, unless you qualify for a deferment or exemption. If you 
receive a very high RSN, like 250, it is almost certain that you will not be drafted 
unless changing conditions require an-.unexpectedly large increase in military 
manpower. 


—————e 


Unless you are deferred or exempt, the calendar year of your 20th birthday is 
your year of prime draft vulnerability. If you are deferred or exempt, you will become 
eligible for the draft in the calendar year when your deferment expires or when 
you cease to qualify for your exemption. If your RSN is not reached in this year of 
prime exposure, your likelihood of being drafted will decrease each year there- 
after until you are no longer liable because of your age. 


Joseph Stein turned 18 on April 25, 1970, and within 30 days 
registered for the draft. In August 1971, the calendar year of his 
19th birthday, Joseph received his random sequence number in 
the lottery drawing. This number will determine his likelihood of 
being drafted. 


IF YOUR RSN IS ABOVE THE 1-H “CUTOFF” 

Following your lottery drawing, Selective Service National Headquarters will an- 
nounce a 1-H “cutoff” number for your age group. If your RSN is above the 1-H 
“cutoff,” you will not be processed further by Selective Service unless there is a 
national emergency or some unusual condition that would unexpectedly increase 
draft calls, or unless you volunteer for induction or present evidence which prompts 
your classification into 4-F, 4-A, 4-G, 1-D, or 1-C. If you are in Class 1-H with an 
RSN above the 1-H “cutoff,” you will remain in 1-H during your year of prime ex- 
posure to the draft. After that, on January 1 of each year, while still remaining 1-H, 
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you will be placed in a successively less vulnerable selection group until you reach 
age 26. The placement of new registrants into Class 1-H will begin in 1972. Those 
young men who registered during 1971 will retain their current classifications until 
a 1-H cutoff number is announced for their age group. At that time, those with RSNs 
above the 1-H cutoff number will be placed in Class 1-H, unless they qualify for 
ai lower classification. 

At the 1971 lottery drawing, Amrose Collins receives RSN 250. 

Because his RSN is above the 1-H “cutoff” number, Amrose will 

be classified 1-H at the appropriate time, unless he volunteers 

for induction, or presents evidence which would warrant classi- 

fication into a lower class (4-F, 4-A, 4-G, 1-D, or 1-C). 

Had Amrose registered after institution of the new 1-H classifi- 

cation, he would have been classified 1-H upon registration. 

For example: 


Joe Collins, Amrose’s brother, turned 18 in 1972. Following his 
registration, he is classified 1-H. In the 1973 lottery drawing Joe 


receives RSN 251. Because Joe’s RSN is above the 1-H “cutoff” 
number for the 1974 vulnerability group, he will remain in 1-H 
until he reaches age 26. 


IF YOU RECEIVE A CURRENT INFORMATION QUESTIONNAIRE 
If you are in Class 1-H and your RSN is equal to the 1-H “cutoff” number or below, 
the local board will send you a Current Information Questionnaire (SSS Form 127). 
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Your local board uses the Current Information Questionnaire, as well as your 
Registration Questionnaire and any supporting documents, as the basis for assign- 
ing you a Selective Service classification. If you indicated on either your Registra- 
tion Questionnaire or the Current Information Questionnaire that you want to 
request an extreme hardship deferment or status as a conscientious objector, you 
will be sent an additional form. You should fill out the form(s) as carefully and as 
completely as you can. 

Ben Clowd reached his 18th birthday in 1971 and registered in 
accordance with regulations. In the 1972 lottery drawing, Ben 
received an RSN below the 1-H “cutoff’’ number and was sent 
a Current Information Questionnaire which he completed and 
returned to his local board. The local board then determined 
that Ben was 1-A, and started processing him in accordance 
with his RSN for possible induction in 1973. 

If you feel there are additional circumstances affecting your classification which 
your local board should know, supply this information on the back of the Current 
Information Questionnaire or in a separate letter. To support any claim you make, 
you should supply documenting evidence such as letters from physicians, clergy, 
community leaders, relatives, or friends. Bank statements, bills, and receipts 
should be included if you are applying for a hardship deferment. The additional 
documentation may either be attached to your Form 127 or sent separately to your 
board. Be sure your name and your Selective Service number are written on all 
accompanying papers. 


12 


_ 


eee < a. = 


YOUR BOARD WILL DETERMINE YOUR 

SELECTIVE SERVICE CLASSIFICATION 

On the basis of your Registration Questionnaire, Current Information Questionnaire, 
and any supporting evidence submitted, your board will classify you in the “lowest” 
classification for which you are eligible. Before making its decision, your board 
may request additional information. Only registrants in Class 1-A or Class 1-A-O 
are called for military training and service. Registrants in Class 1-O are called to 
alternate service assignments when their RSNs are reached. 

If you are applying for a conscientious objector or hardship classification, you 
will be offered the opportunity to elect a pre-classification personal appearance. 
However, if you choose to meet with your board prior to its decision on your classi- 
fication request, you waive your right of personal appearance following your 
classification. 

You will be notified of your board’s decision by a Notice of Classification (SSS 
Form 110). As with your draft card, you must keep this classification card in your 
possession until you are no longer liable for military service. If your Notice of 
Classification is lost or destroyed, you should apply immediately for a duplicate. 


DRAFT CLASSIFICATIONS— FROM HIGHEST TO LOWEST ORDER OF ELIGIBILITY 


Selective Service Classification 


1-A 


Eligible for military service 


1-A-O Conscientious objector eli- 


1-0 


gible for non-combatant 
military service 


Conscientious objector eli- 
gible for alternate service 
contributing to the mainte- 
nance of the national health, 
safety, or interest 


Deferment for occupation, 
apprenticeship, community 
college studies 


Explanation 


A registrant who does not establish his eligibility 
for any lower classification is classified 1-A and is 
subject to induction if reached in the normal order 
of call. 

A registrant whose conscience would give him no 
rest if he were to participate in combatant service 
in the armed forces because of his deeply held 
moral, ethical, or religious beliefs against partici- 
pation in war in any form. (See “Conscientious 
Objector’ booklet.) 


A registrant whose conscience would give him no 
rest if he were to participate in combatant or non- 
combatant service in the armed forces because of 
his deeply held opposition to war in any form. Men 
classified 1-O, if called, fulfill their service obliga- 
tions by performing alternate service contributing 
to the national health, safety, or interest. (See 
“Conscientious Objector’ booklet.) 


No new 2-A occupational deferments are being 
considered for persons who did not hold or have 
on file an application for such deferments before 
April 23, 1970, except for doctors providing patient 
care essential to their communities. 

No new 2-A deferments will be granted to full- 
time students in 2-year community colleges; full- 
time students in trade, technical, vocational or 
business schools; or students in recognized ap- 
prenticeship programs, unless these students were 
enrolled in these programs during the last term of 
the regular 1970-71 academic year. (For those pro- 
grams with no formal academic year, July 1, 1971, 
is the cutoff date for beginning an initial course of 
study.) Students in these programs during the last 
term of the regular 1970-71 academic year may still 
apply for 2-A deferments until their courses of in- 
struction are completed, provided the students are 
satisfactorily pursuing their studies. Students be- 
ginning such programs after the 1970-71 academic 
year will not be eligible for 2-A deferments. Should 
such a young man receive an induction order, he 
may apply for a postponement of his induction un- 
til the end of the current semester or term. If he is 
in the final year of his program, he may have his 
induction postponed until the academic year is 
completed. 
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3-A 


Deferment for men em- 
ployed in agriculture 


Undergraduate student de- 
ferment and graduate stu- 
dent deferment in medicine, 
dentistry. veterinary medi- 
cine, osteopathy, optome- 
try, podiatry, or for a man 
studying to become a nurse 


2-D Deferment for registrants 


preparing for the ministry 


Hardship to dependents de- 
ferment, or registrant with a 
child or children living with 
him (fatherhood deferment) 


Officials deferred by law 


No new 2-C deferments are being granted to per- 
sons who did not hold or make application for such 
deferment before April 23, 1970. 

No new 2-S deferments are being granted to under- 
graduate students not enrolled and attending col- 
lege during the last term of the 1970-71 regular 
academic year. Students in college during the reg- 
ular 1970-71 academic year may still apply for 2-S 
deferments provided they are satisfactorily pursu- 
ing full-time courses of instruction and are not yet 
age 24. A student in a four-year program should 
earn 25% of his degree credits in a given academic 
year. A student who began college after the 1970- 
71 academic year will not be eligible for deferment, 
but should he receive an induction order, he is 
eligible for a postponement of induction until the 
end of his semester or term, or, if his final academic 
year, until the end of that academic year. All grad- 
uate students in designated medical fields are eli- 
gible to apply for 2-S deferments until the comple- 
tion of their professional degrees. 


Prior to the passage of the 1971 amendments to 
the Selective Service Act, satisfactory full-time 
divinity students and satisfactory full-time students 
who were preenrolled in a recognized theological 
or divinity school were exempt trom military serv- 
ice. Under the present regulations, students who 
are preparing for the ministry under the direction 
of recognized churches or religious organizations 
who are Satisfactory full-time divinity students or 
pre-enrolled divinity students satisfactorily pursu- 
ing full-time courses of instruction required for 
entrance into recognized theological or divinity 
schools are deferred from military service. If these 
students enter the active ministry, their deferments 
are changed to 4-D exemptions. 


Hardship deferments are granted to registrants 
whose induction would result in an extreme hard- 
ship for dependents. (See ‘Hardship Deferment” 
booklet.) No new fatherhood deferments are being 
issued to persons who did not hold or apply for 
such deferment before April 23, 1970. 


4-B deferments are granted to the following regis- 
trants: the Vice President of the United States; a 
governor of a State, territory or possession, or any 
other official chosen by voters of the entire State, 
territory or possession; a member of a legislative 
body of the United States or of a State, territory or 
possession; a judge of a court of record of the 
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1-H 


4-A 


4-W 


1-D 


Exemption for certain immi- 
grants 


Ministers of religion who 
receive an exemption from 
military service 


‘Holding” classification from 


which the registrant cannot 
be inducted without classi- 
fication action 


Deferment for registrants 
not qualified for induction 
on physical, mental, or moral 
grounds 


Registrants who have com- 
pleted their military obliga- 
tion 
Surviving or sole surviving 
son 


Conscientious objector per- 
forming alternate service 
contributing to the mainte- 
nance of the national health, 
safety, or interest 


A conscientious objector 
who has completed his two 
years of alternate service 


Member of a Reserve com- 
ponent or a student taking 
military training, such as 
ROTC and other commis- 
sioning programs 


Member of the Armed 
Forces of the U. S. or acom- 
missioned officer in either 
the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration 
or the U.S. Public Health 
Service 


United States or a State, territory or possession, or 
the District of Columbia. 


Certain immigrants are classified 4-C under speciai 
circumstances. (See ‘‘Aliens’’ booklet.) 


Ministers of religion must be actively practicing 
their ministries on a full-time basis in order to 
qualify for an exemption. 


See text for explanation (Pp. 8). 


Standards of acceptability for military service are 
set by the Department of Defense. These standards 
also apply to men classified 1-O. 


See text for explanation (p. 20). 


See text for explanation (p. 20). 


All Selective Service registrants on active duty with 
the U.S. Armed Forces are classified 1-C. Com- 
missioned officers serving in the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration and the U. S. Pub- 
lic Health Service are professional scientists and 
medical specialists. 
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Remember that.no draft classification is permanent and that deferments and 
exemptions are reviewed regularly to see whether registrants are still eligible for 
their classifications. A deferment is something that temporarily delays exposuré 
to the induction process. A deferment extends your draft liability to age 35. Defer- 
ment classifications are 2-A, 2-C, 2-D, 2-S, 3-A, 4-B, and 4-F. An exemption is a 
condition that disqualifies you for military service so long as the condition for 
which you were granted the exemption continues to exist. Exemption classifications 
are 4-C, 4-D, and 4-G. An exemption does not extend your draft liability past age 
26. 


SPECIAL INFORMATION CONCERNING STUDENT DEFERMENTS, 
STUDENT POSTPONEMENTS, AND THE DOCTORS DRAFT 

Changes in Selective Service regulations which resulted from legislation passed 
in 1971 provide that two-year community college students; undergraduate college 
students; students in trade, technical, vocational, or business schools; and students 
in recognized apprenticeship programs will not be eligible for student deferments 
(Classification 2-A or 2-S) unless they were in these programs in a full-time status 
and were making satisfactory progress during the last quarter, semester, or term 
of the 1970-71 regular academic year. 

Students in these programs during the 1970-71 school year will be deferred 
upon their request and upon the proper certification by a school official (Student 
Certificate, SSS Form 109), provided they continue to satisfactorily pursue their 
schooling or training. Undergraduate college students will not be qualified for 
2-S deferments if they have reached age 24. 
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RonTodd entered college in 1969. In December 1971, the grant- 
ing of new 2-S student deferments was ended, but since Ron 
was enrolled during the 1970-71 academic year and was making 
satisfactory progress toward his degree, he retains his eligibility 
for a 2-S deferment, 

A young man entering one of the above education courses after the 1970-71 
regular academic year is not eligible for deferment, but, if he should receive an 
induction order, he is eligible to apply for a postponement of his induction. until 
the end of his current term, semester, or quarter. For a man in his last year of school- 
ing, this postponement will be until the end of his academic year. 

Steve Renaldi turned 19 in October 1971 and received a low 
RSN in the August 1971 lottery drawing. Steve entered Rolling 
Hills University in the fall of 1971. In February 1972 his random 
sequence number is reached, and he receives his induction 
order. Because Steve has started his second semester of school 
and is satisfactorily pursuing his studies, he is granted a post- 
ponement of induction until the end of that semester, which for 
Steve is June 1972. He cannot receive a 2-S deferment because 
he was not enrolled in college during the 1970-71 academic year. 


There are some students who are still in high school during the calendar year 
of their 20th birthdays. These students may receive induction orders before they 
graduate. If a young man is in his freshman, sophomore, or junior year, he is eligible 
for a postponement of induction until the end of his current term, quarter, or se- 
mester. If he is in his senior year, he is eligible for a postponement until the end of 
the academic school year. 

Graduate students are not eligible for deferment unless they are studying in 
the fields of medicine, dentistry, veterinary medicine, osteopathy, optometry, or 
podiatry, or are studying for the ministry. Should a graduate student in another 
field receive an induction order, he may apply for a postponement of induction 
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until the end of his current academic term or semester. If he receives an induction 
order in the final year of his program, he is eligible for a postponement of induction 
until completion of the academic year. 

Ministerial students or students preenrolled in theological schools are deferred 
in Class 2-D. 

Medical students working toward professional degrees in the above mentioned 
specialties are granted 2-S deferments. Upon graduation, these medical specialists, 
with the excention of podiatrists, will be subject to a Doctors Draft, a Special Call 
which is announced when the armed forces need additional medical specialists. 

Ralph Mickowski, who had a 2-S deferment and a low RSN, 
graduated from college in early May, lost his 2-S deferment and 
was reclassified 1-A in early August. In late August, Ralph re- 
ceived his induction order. Before his reporting date, Ralph 
was notified that he had been accepted in medical school. He 
then notified his board of his acceptance, furnishing evidence. 
Ralph's local board postponed his induction date, and, after he 
entered medical school, reclassified him 2-S. 

Physicians, dentists, veterinarians, optometrists, podiatrists, osteopaths, and 
male nurses who have been deferred are subject to call until age 35. Aliens who 
enter the United States after receiving their medical degrees also have draft eligi- 
bility until age 35. Medical specialists generally serve as commissioned officers. 
(For further information, see “Doctors Draft” booklet.) 
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The Berry Plan permits medical students to complete their residencies in 
medical specialties needed by the military, prior to entry into military service. 
Otherwise, doctors are not deferred beyond their internships. For information about 
the Berry Plan and other medical education programs, write to the Office of the 
Surgeon General of the Army, Officer Procurement Division, Washington, D.C. 
20314. 


SPECIAL INFORMATION ON CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTOR AND SURVIVING 
SON CLASSIFICATIONS AND HARDSHIP DEFERMENTS 


Conscientious Objectors 

If you seek a conscientious objector classification, you should indicate your inten- 
tion to do so when filling out your Registration Questionnaire and, if you should re- 
ceive one, your Current Information Questionnaire. Your board will then send you a 
Special Form for Conscientious Objectors (SSS Form 150) either when it sends you 
the Current Information Questionnaire or after you return the Current Information 
Questionnaire to the board, depending upon when you first make your CO claim. 
You will receive a Current Information Questionnaire after your lottery drawing if 
your RSN is below the 1-H “cutoff” number. If you are considering the submission 
of a request for CO status, you should obtain a copy of the Selective Service book- 
let “Conscientious Objectors,” which explains the criteria for granting CO classifi- 
cations, as well as details of the CO’s military or alternate service obligations. 


Surviving Sons 

If your father, brother, or sister was killed in action or died in the line of duty while 
serving in the Armed Forces of the United States after December 31, 1959 or sub- 
sequently died as a result of injuries received or disease incurred during such 
service, or is a prisoner of war (POW) or is missing in action (MIA), you will not be 
inducted unless you volunteer for induction. You also will not be inducted if you are 
a sole surviving son in a family where one or more members were killed while on 
active duty or died as a result of service prior to January 1, 1960. A registrant who 
is classified as a surviving son on the basis of POW or MIA will remain eligible for 
this class only so long as his father, brother, or sister is in a POW or MIA status. 

If you believe you qualify for this exemption, you should furnish your local board 
with documentary evidence to support your claim. You may do so any time between 
registration and, normally, the issuance of your induction order. When the claim is 
based on the death of a family member while in service, a copy of the death certifi- 
cate will be sufficient. If death occurred after the individual left the service, other 
supporting documentation may be needed. The Veterans Administration will help 
you in obtaining necessary documentation to support your claim. 


Hardship Deferments 
To qualify for a hardship deferment, you must present evidence to your local board 
which proves that your induction would result in extreme hardship involving the 
health, safety, or welfare of a dependent. You may indicate your intention to apply 
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for this deferment on your Registration Questionnaire and, if you should receive 
one, your Current Information Questionnaire. Your board will then send you an 
application for a hardship deferment (SSS Form 118) either when it sends you the 
Current Information Questionnaire or when you return this questionnaire, depend- 
ing upon when you first indicated the classification request. If you are considering 
the submission of a SSS Form 118, you should first obtain a copy of the Selective 
Service booklet “Hardship Deferment,” available at any local board office. If your 
random sequence number is above the 1-H cutoff number during your year of prime 
exposure to the draft, any request you make for a hardship deferment will not be 
considered unless national manpower needs increase and there is some likeli- 
hood of your being drafted. 


IF YOU DESIRE TO VOLUNTEER FOR INDUCTION 

If you desire to volunteer for induction in order to complete your military obligation 
at an early age, and to limit your length of service to two years, you should notify 
your local board and you should complete the necessary application form. Volun- 
teers for induction are ordered for induction ahead of all other registrants. 


IF YOU DISAGREE WITH YOUR CLASSIFICATION— YOUR APPEAL RIGHTS 

If you disagree with the classification into which your board classifies you, you 
have the right to a personal appearance and/or appeal. Within 15 days following 
the date shown on your Notice of Classification card, you may write to your local 
board requesting a personal appearance or appeal. This 15-day deadline can be 
extended by your local board in unusual circumstances. You have a right to both 
a personal appearance and an appeal, although you may wish to by-pass your per- 
sonal appearance and directly request an appeal. Both your request for a personal 
appearance and your request for an appeal should be submitted to your local board. 
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If you are applying for a CO or a hardship deferment, you may have elected to 
meet with your board prior to its decision. If this is the case, you have waived your 
right to a post-decision personal appearance. However, you still have the right to 
request an appeal, which should be submitted to your local board. 

If you elect a personal appearance, either before or after your board's decision 
on your request, your board will notify you of the time to report for your meeting. 
You will be given at least 15 days notice of the meeting. If you request a personal 
appearance to which your are entitled, you cannot be ordered for induction until 
you have had the opportunity to present your case to a quorum of your local board. 

Your personal appearance is your opportunity to discuss your classification with 
your board and to explain why you believe you should be given another classifica- 
tion. You may present additional supporting information, in writing or orally, which 
you feel supports your classification claim. If your information is presented orally, 
you should summarize it in writing and request that it be placed in your file. 


Chris Knowles flunked out of Green Tree University in early 1970, 
lost his 2-S deferment, and was reclassified 1-A by his local 
board. In late 1970, Chris was admitted to Brown Bush College 
and requested his local board to again classify him 2-S. The 
local board denied Chris’ claim for a 2-S deferment, and Chris 
then requested a personal appearance in order to explain his 
enrollment in Brown Bush College. 


Following your appearance, you will be sent another Notice of Classification 
(SSS Form 110). If your board’s decision is adverse, the reasons for the board’s 
action also will be sent to you with the SSS Form 110. 


APPEAL TO STATE APPEAL BOARD 
You have a 15-day period from the date of your latest Notice of Classification to 
inform your board that you wish to appeal your classification to the state appeal 
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board and to tell your board whether or not you wish to appear in person before 
your appeal board. This time limitation can be extended by your local board in 
unusual cases. A simple letter saying, “I! wish to appeal and request (or do not re- 
quest) a personal appearance” is sufficient, but any pertinent information should be 
sent along with the letter, including your response to the reasons given by your 
board for denying your claim. 

After the written request for an appeal is made, your board will forward your 
entire file to the state appeal board, which will consider your appeal and classify 
you anew. If you request a personal appearance, you will appear before a quorum 
of the appeal board and you will receive at least 15 days notice of the meeting. If 
you live in a state or judicial district different from that of your local board, you may 
have the appeal transferred to the state appeal board with jurisdiction over your 
place of work or current residence. The request for transfer must be made at the 
time you file your appeal. 

Your local board will send you another Notice of Classification card (SSS Form 
110) after the appeal board has ruled. The vote of the appeal board will be recorded 
on the notice. If the board denies your classification request, you also will be sent 
the reasons recorded in your file for denying your claim. 

Abner Cohen's claim for a CO classification was denied by his 
local board. A personal appearance before his local board did 
not result in the desired reclassification action, and Abner 


appealed to the state appeal board. The state board granted 
Abner’s claim, and he was reclassified 1-O. 


FURTHER APPEAL PROCEDURES 
If the appeal board turns down your appeal but the vote is not unanimous, you 
have a further right to appeal to the President of the United States. The President is 
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represented by the National Selective Service Appeal Board, or, as it is commonly 
known, the Presidential appeal board, which meets in Washington, D.C., and ona 
regional basis. Generally, you will not be required to travel more than 300 miles in 
order to meet with the board. From the date on the Notice of Classification which 
you will receive after the state appeal board action, you will have 15 days in which 
to inform your local board in writing that you wish to appeal your classification to the 
President and to elect whether or not you desire a personal appearance before a 
quorum of this body. Again, the 15-day time limitation may be extended by your 
local board. If you request a meeting with the Presidential appeal board, you will 
receive at least 15 days notice of the meeting. 

If you have exhausted your rights to appeal, and you feel your case has still not 
received satisfactory consideration, you may petition your Selective Service state 
director or, ultimately, the National Director, for relief. This petition, it must be 
stressed, is a privilege, not a right. It is designed as an administrative means to 
redress obvious injustices. The processing of your induction is not postponed dur- 
ing this review. After your state director or the National Director or his designee has 
reviewed your case, he may recommend to your local board that it reopen your case, 
he may appeal your case to an appeal board, or he may decide that no further action 

is warranted. 


Chuck Evans was denied a 3-A classification by his state appeal 
board, but the vote was not unanimous. Chuck therefore ap- 
pealed to the Presidential appeal board. He traveled, at his own 
expense, to Washington, D. C., to present his appeal in person. 
The Presidential appeal board denied his claim. Chuck then 
petitioned his state director for a redress of his grievance, but 
the state director refused to reopen his case. Chuck then peti- 
tioned the National Director who ordered the local board to 
reopen Chuck’s case. The local board will carefully reconsider 
Chuck's case before taking appropriate classification action. 


__ If you fail to exercise all your available rights regarding personal appearances 
and appeals within the time limits set by draft regulations, and you are subsequently 
brought to trial for a violation of the draft law, the Supreme Court has ruled that you 
cannot assert in court that your classification was erroneous. Thus, if you disagree 
with the classification assigned you, you should exercise your rights. 


REQUEST FOR A RECONSIDERATION OF CLASSIFICATION 

Your board will reopen your classification if you submit new written evidence 

which, if true, would justify a change in your classification. This request for recon- 

sideration should be submitted as soon as the change in your situation occurs. 
You may also submit new, relevant evidence which you feel justifies a reopen- 

ing of your classification after your induction order has been issued, but only if 
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there has been a change in your status resulting from circumstances over which 
you had no control. This would be an extremely rare occasion, such as when you 
or a dependent member of your immediate family suffers an illness or an accident. 

If you have received an induction order but also have received a postponement 
of induction authorized by the National Director or your state director, or issued for 
. the purpose of finishing your current school year or term, you will be allowed to 
request a reopening, regardless of the circumstances which prompt you to submit 
the request. However, once a notice of your firm induction date has been mailed 
(normally 30 to 40 days before induction), your request will be considered only if 
there has been a change in your status over which you had no control. 

If your classification is reopened after the issuance of an induction order, your 
order is cancelled by that action and your rights of personal appearance and 
appeal are reinstated. 

If your case is reopened, your board will act again on your classification and 
then send you another Notice of Classification. Should you submit new information 
which you feel entitles you to another classification, and you receive neither a 
letter from your board telling you that it did not reopen your classification nor a 
Notice of Classification, you should promptly contact your local board executive 
secretary or local board clerk. 
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THE LOTTERY SYSTEM 

The Department of Defense issues periodic calls to Selective Service for the 
number of draftees needed by the armed forces. The National Headquarters of 
Selective Service then determines what RSN must be “reached” in order to supply 
the Department of Defense with the requested number of men. When this RSN is 
determined, Selective Service National Headquarters will publicly announce a 
Uniform National Call to all local boards throughout the country. This means that 
each local board will call all available men in Classifications 1-A, 1-A-O, and 1-O 
(who are ordered to alternate civilian service) with RSNs from #1 through the 
number announced as the Uniform National Call ceiling. 

A young man in Class 1-A, 1-A-O, or 1-O is in his period of prime induction 
vulnerability during the calendar year of his 20th birthday, or during the calendar 
year in which he loses his deferment or exemption and is reclassified 1-A, 1-A-O, 
or 1-O. Men experiencing their “prime vulnerability” are said to be in the first 
priority selection group. 

Young men in the first priority selection group on December 31 whose RSNs 
are reached during the year but who are not called up for service because of 
administrative or procedural delays, remain eligible for induction for three months 
of the next year. These men are placed in the extended priority selection group and 
are inducted according to RSN ahead of those in the next year's first priority 
selection group If these extended priority men experience other processing delays 
which prevent induction within the first three months of the year, their draft eligibility 
is extended beyond March 31. If they remain available, but are not called because 
of low manpower needs, they are placed in a lower vulnerability group on April 1 
and will not be subject to induction except in the case of a national emergency. 


Van Jennings, who has an RSN of 32, was classified 1-A in late 
December 1970, and was placed in the extended priority group 
on January 1, 1971. Van was subject to priority induction for the 
first three months of 1971. In January 1971, Van appealed his 1-A 
classification. This appeal was not denied until April 15. On April 
29, Van was given 30 days notice of his induction into the Army 
after being examined and found qualified for service. 

If you experience your year of prime draft vulnerability, either in Class 1-H or in 
Classes 1-A, 1-A-O, or 1-O and your RSN is not reached, you will be placed in a 
reduced priority group and will not be called for service unless there is a major 
national mobilization. Each year thereafter you will be less vulnerable until you 
are over the age of draft eligibility. 

You may drop most deferments at any time in order to experience your prime 
draft eligibility. There are five categories of deferments which may be dropped: 
2-A, 2-C, 2-S, 2-D, and 3-A. After the Uniform National Call ceiling for the year has 
been announced, many registrants with high RSNs will drop their deferments and 
experience their prime draft eligibility during that year. 

Sam Su was a junior at Larchmont College with an RSN of 266 
and a 2-S classification. While at home during Christmas vaca- 
tion, Sam learned that his RSN was above the Uniform National 
Call ceiling for 1971. Same wrote his local board requesting that 
his deferment be dropped and that he be exposed to the induc- 
tion process during 1971. Sam’s letter arrived at the local board 
on January 4, 1972, but the board honored the request since 
Sam's letter was postmarked in 1971. The board's action was 
retroactive to December 31. Their action which placed Sam in 
the second priority group was retroactive to January 1, 1972. 
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ORDER OF CALL 
The following order of call is used in inducting men: 

1) Men under age 26 who voluntarily submit to induction, in the order in which 
they volunteer 

2) Men in the extended priority selection group 

3) Men in the current year’s first priority selection group. 

Beyond these three categories, orders to report for induction are extremely 
unlikely except in the case of a national mobilization. Should such an event occur, 
the order of induction of the remaining categories would be as follows: 

4) Registrants in the reduced priority groups; all men in the second priority 
selection group to be inducted before all men in the third priority selection 
group, all men in this group before all men in the fourth priority selection group, 
etc. 

5) Registrants who reach age 19 during the year but are not yet age 20, oldest . 
first 

6) Men who have reached age 26, youngest first 

7) Registrants who reach age 18¥2 but are not yet 19, oldest first. 


THE PREINDUCTION EXAMINATION 

Before you can be inducted into the service, the armed forces must determine that 
you are mentally, morally, and physically qualified. This normally is determined by 
an armed forces preinduction examination. The Department of the Army, through 
Armed Forces Examining and Entrance Stations (AFEES), determines your physi- 
cal, mental, and moral acceptability for service. Standards of acceptability are 
established by the Department of Defense and are set forth in Army Regulations 
40-501. These standards are occasionally revised. Historically, over 50% of the 
draft registrants examined are disqualified for military service on physical, mental, 
or moral grounds. 


28 


ee 


f 


7 


An available man receiving a relatively low RSN in his lottery drawing will be 
called for a preinduction examination prior to January 1 of the calendar year of his 
20th birthday. Local boards will order registrants with higher RSNs for preinduction 
examinations during the calendar year of their 20 th birthdays if it appears that the 
registrants may be inducted. 

You may also be requested to appear at your local board for a medical interview 
with a Medical Advisor to the board. Local boards are given authority to disqualify 
a man without sending him to an AFEES preinduction examination if the registrant 
has an obvious disqualifying condition or one of certain special conditions which, 
upon the receipt of valid documentary evidence from a medical doctor, can be 
evaluated by the local board. Conditions in these categories include amputation 
of an arm or leg, complete blindness in both eyes, muscular dystrophy, multiple 
sclerosis, and diabetes. A registrant who thinks he has a disqualifying physical 
condition is urged to present documented evidence from a doctor to his local 
board prior to being called for a preinduction examination or a medical interview, 
or to bring such evidence to the interview or examination if it has not already been 
submitted. The local board may send the registrant's medica! records to the AFEES 
for evaluation and for a recommendation. 

If you are so far from your local board that reporting to it for your preinduction 
exam would cause you undue hardship, you may apply at the draft board nearest 
you to have this examination transferred to the jurisdiction of that board. 

Ramon Salazar, whose permanent residence is Boise, Idaho, is 
ordered to report for his preinduction examination at the AFEES 
in Boise in June. When he receives the order, Ramon is em- 
ployed and working for the summer in Maryland. Ramon should 
immediately contact the nearest local board and request that his 
examination be transferred. That local board may effect the 
transfer to the Baltimore AFEES, after coordinating with the 
registrant's board in Boise. 
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A man who fails to report when ordered for his preinduction examination will be 
judged to have waived his rights to the examination and will be ordered to report 
for induction when his random sequence number is reached, at which time an 
equivalent examination will be given. 

After the preinduction examination has been completed, you will receive a 
Statement of Acceptability (Department of Defense Form 62) which will certify 
whether you have been found qualified for service. If you are unacceptable, you 
will receive a 4-F classification. (See Eligibility Chart.) In some cases, the exam- 
ination is not completed until a reexamination is conducted. In a case like this, a 
registrant is kept in Class 1-A until a final determination has been made. 

If you feel that you have a disqualifying physical condition not recognized dur- 
ing your examination, you may ask your local board for a review. If your local board 
determines that your request is in order, it will send your medical records to the 
state director who will, unless he finds a basis for denial of review, forward these 
documents to the appropriate AFEES. The AFEES will reevaluate your medical 
documents and may call you for a reexamination or consultation. The results of 
these actions are sent to the U.S. Army Recruiting Command for a final determina- 
tion. When a determination has been made, all information is returned to your local 
board, which will inform you of the results of this review. 

If you are at least 18 years old, have registered for the draft, and wish to clarify 
your acceptability, you may request your local board to schedule a preinduction 
examination. You will be scheduled for an examination within 60 days, with a mini- 
mum of 15 days notice. Even if you are found acceptable, you will not be called to 
serve unless your RSN is reached during your year of prime eligibility. 
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It is important tor you to realize that your being ordered to report for a preinduc- 
tion physical does not necessarily mean you will be called for military service if 
found acceptable. You will only be called if your RSN is reached in your year of 
prime eligibility. 


INDUCTION 
If you are not deferred or exempt, your local board will issue you an order to report 
for induction when your RSN is reached during your year of prime vulnerability to 
the draft. The date of your induction will be at least 30 days after the date shown on 
your induction order. It possible, many boards try to give young men additional 
advance notice in order to permit them time to put their personal affairs in order. 
You may not transfer your induction to another draft board. However, if you have 
been ordered for induction and you are distant from your own local board, you may 
voluntarily submit to induction at the nearest Armed Forces Examining and En- 
trance Station provided that you do so at least three working days prior to your 
scheduled date of induction, as stated on your induction order. If you wish to follow 
this course of action but find that you will not be able to present yourself to a more 
conveniently located AFEES prior to the third day before the induction date, you 
should contact your local board to seek a postponement of induction. 


Ken Pool received his orderto report for induction in New Jersey 
while he was working in the woods in Oregon. Ken was unable 
to report to the Portland AFEES three days before the date 
indicated on his induction order, so he sent a telegram to his 
local board in New Jersey requesting a one-week postponement. 
This delay gave him enough time to report to the Portland 
AFEES and to be inducted three days before the postponement 
expired. 
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if you are inducted into the armed forces, you will normatly serve two years on 
active duty. Afterwards, you will be obligated to four years in a reserve capacity — 
three years in the ready reserve and one year in the standby reserve. 

Following induction you will be given a basic training course. After this instruc- 
tion, you will probably attend a special school where you will gain knowledge in a 
field of military work, such as armor, infantry, artillery, supply, personnel, construc- 
tion, electronics, or communication. Special bonuses are sometimes offered for 
occupations which are hazardous or demand scarce skills. 

Both draftees and volunteers are provided many benefits. They are given com- 
plete and cost-free medical care, in-service education, free travel opportunities, 
use of military post exchanges (PX's), and, after completion of their active duty, 
veterans’ loans for housing and GI benefits for schooling. 


ENLISTING 

You may enlist in the National Guard or the Reserves as well as in aregular branch 
of the armed forces at any time before you are issued an induction order. If you 
enlist in the Reserves, you must be sworn into a military unit before your induction 
order is issued. You also may enlist in one of the regular military forces at any 
time prior to your induction date, provided that your term of enlistment is three years 
or more. Lengths of enlistments, together with enlistment requirements and oppor- 
tunities, are explained in the booklet “It's Your Choice,” available at local draft 
board offices or by filling out the request card at the end of this booklet. College 
students should ask their placement offices to show them a Department of Defense 
booklet called “Pathways to Military Service for College Men and Women.” 
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* U. S, GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1972 O - 460-172 


SELECTIVE SERVICE INFORMATION SERIES 


Several publications dealing with different areas of Selective Service are available without 
charge at local board offices or may be obtained by mailing the request card below 


PERSPECTIVE ON THE DRAFT is a comprehensive booklet which reviews basic draft 
facts. More detailed explanations of specialized topics are discussed in: 


THE LOTTERY AND CLASS 1-H explains the working of the random sequence selec- 
tion system and the new 1-H classification 


CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS explains the standards for conscientious objection 
and how such classifications are obtained 

HARDSHIP DEFERMENT explains the standards for claiming such a deferment and 
how such classifications are obtained 

DOCTORS DRAFT explains the basic facts of drafting medical personnel 

ALIENS explains the legal obligations to Selective Service of aliens residing in the 
United States. 


THE DRAFT, PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE traces some of the background of the 
draft and explains how it functions today—of value to those desiring a general 
knowledge of the Selective Service System 


IT’S YOUR CHOICE is a Department of Defense brochure which outlines enlistment 
opportunities—including required education and periods of enlistments—in the 
armed services 


